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Dear Sir: 

On June 18, 2001 Applicants filed the above-mentioned patent application- To date, 
Applicants have not received any action on the merits regarding the above-identified application. 
Accordingly, Applicant request that the status of the above-identified application be given including 
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an estimated date for the itk»K"E of the first action on the merits. 
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The Director is hereby authorized to charge payment of any additional filing fees required under 37 CFR § 1.16 and 
any patent application processing fees under 37 CFR § 1 .17 associated with this paper (including any extension fee 
required to ensure that this paper is timely filed), or to credit any overpayment, to Deposit Account No. 23-1925. 
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